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Patrick Boyle is the editor of Youzh
Today, the national trade newspaper for
people who run youth programs, and
author of a parenting column called “A
Father’s Place.” Boyle has covered child
and family issues for 7he Washington
Post, Newsday, The Baltimore Sun,

ABC News, and several parenting magazines. He teaches at
the Philip Merrill College of Journalism and is the author of
Scouts’ Honor, which examined sex abuse in the Boy Scouts of
America.

Robert D. Johnson

Robert D. Johnson is a nationally
known expert in the area of fatherhood
and family formation. Johnson has
guided the development of fatherhood
initiatives in jurisdictions around the
country. He was the architect of the
Georgia Fatherhood Initiative and

has led its transformation into a national model. The pro-
gram partnered with numerous agencies and organizations

to develop a strategic plan and service delivery infrastruc-

ture that secured jobs for non-custodial fathers, improved

the quality and frequency of interactions between detached
fathers and their children, and engaged the legal system to use
more effective alternatives to incarceration for fathers who are
statutorily delinquent with payments for child support. He is
a member of the National Fatherhood Leaders Group.

Matthew W. Stagner

Matthew W. Stagner is executive
director of Chapin Hall and a senior
lecturer at the Irving B. Harris School
of Public Policy Studies at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. Prior to joining
Chapin Hall, Dr. Stagner directed
the Center on Labor, Human Ser-
vices, and Population at the Urban Institute in Washington,
D.C. He was director of the Division of Children and Youth
Policy, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and
Evaluation, in the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. He has directed research for the National Research
Council and the Center for the Study of Social Policy.
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Gardner Wiseheart is the founder and
director of Dads Make a Difference,
the fathering component of Healthy
Families San Angelo. Wiseheart brings
more than 25 years experience in the
field of human services, designing and
implementing programs, supervising
staff, and providing direct service. He is co-author of Maps
for Dads, a father-child interaction curriculum currently
used in numerous family support programs in the United
States and Canada. As managing partner and senior trainer
with the Southwest Partnership for Fathers and Families, he
has provided training, consultation, and technical assistance
on father involvement program design.
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