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Olivia Golden (moderator) is an Institute fellow at the Urban Institute, where her research focuses on the
service delivery, leadership, and political strategies human services programs use to help children and
families. Previous posts include director of state operations for New York’s governor (2007), director of
the District of Columbia’s Child and Family Services Agency (2001-2004), and assistant secretary for
children and families at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (1997-2001). She is the
author of Reforming Child Welfare (Urban Institute Press, 2009).

Robert Gordon is the associate director for education, income maintenance, and labor at the Office of
Management and Budget. Previously, Gordon was a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress
and served as a consultant to the Gates Foundation. As a senior adviser to the chancellor of the New
York City Department of Education, he led an overhaul of the city's school budgeting system. Gordon
also served in the Clinton White House as an aide to the National Economic Council and the Office of
National Service, helping craft the legislation creating AmeriCorps.

Julia Isaacs is the child and family policy fellow at the Brookings Institution and a fellow with First
Focus. Her research examines investments in children in the federal budget and economic mobility.
Before joining Brookings in 2006, she was a division director at the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services. Isaacs has served as a senior researcher on childhood development and school finance at
the American Institutes for Research and budget analyst at the Congressional Budget Office.

Austin Smythe is the Republican staff director of the House Budget Committee, where he assists the
ranking Republican member of the committee, Wisconsin’s Paul Ryan, with the development of
legislation to reform federal spending and taxes. Prior to joining the committee, Smythe was the executive
associate director at the Office of Management and Budget. He was also a vice president in Lehman
Brothers” Washington office, where he monitored and analyzed budget, natural resources, and tax issues
for the firm’s Equity Research Division. Before that, he served on the staff of the Senate Budget
Committee, under the leadership of Senator Pete Domenici.

Eugene Steuerle is an Institute fellow and Richard B. Fisher Chair at the Urban Institute. He has served
as vice-president of the Peter G. Peterson Foundation, codirector of the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy
Center, deputy assistant secretary of the treasury for tax analysis, president of the National Tax
Association, and chair of the 1999 technical panel advising Social Security on its methods and
assumptions. Steuerle is the author, coeditor, or editor of 15 books, including Contemporary U.S. Tax
Policy and Retooling Social Security for the 21st Century.



