LEAP Evaluation Finds Improved
Student Communication, Confidence

LEAP developed the Language for Scholars program to meet the needs of
Black and Brown students in under-resourced communities who often lack [
instructional support for effective authentic communication. This
program aims to improve students’ communication skills and confidence I I I [

communicating with their authentic voice so they can effectively share
their ideas with peers and adults while maintaining their sense of self. CHAPIN HALL

What We Did

The Chapin Hall evaluation team designed a mixed methods approach to study a cohort of Language for Scholars program
participants in Chicago. The Chapin Hall team collaborated with LEAP staff to develop the student survey and interview guide.
Students who participated in LEAP’s Language for Scholars program completed pre- and post-program surveys (n = 30) and
3 students participated in interviews after the program. All students were in their junior year of high school, and all were
students of color, identifying as Hispanic or Latino/a (73%), Black (7%), or multiracial (20%).

Improvement in students'

communication outcomes Confidence: Participants feel self-assured

communicating in various situations.

Voice: Participants maintain their sense of self

*kk *kk *
3
and cultural identity while communicating,
feeling a sense of agency and comfort
expressing their thoughts.
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Value: Participants understand the
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their personal and professional goals.

*p < .05, ***p < .001

What We Found

After participating in the Language for Scholars program, students were more confident in their communication skills,
had a greater sense of their authentic voice, and valued communication more than before the program. Students
improved their non-verbal communication skills (such as body language and eye contact) and verbal communication
skills (such as volume, tone, and vocabulary). Students felt more confident adapting their communication across different

settings, and 97% of survey participants reported that they would recommend Language for Scholars to their peers.

What It Means

These findings suggest that Language for Scholars strengthens students’ communication skills, builds confidence in those
skills, affirms their use of their authentic voice, and improves attitudes toward communication. These outcomes are
particularly meaningful for youth in underserved communities, who often lack opportunities to develop communication skills
while maintaining their sense of self. Stronger communication skills and confidence using one's authentic voice can contribute

to greater self-efficacy, academic readiness, and long-term personal and professional development.
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