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Economic and Concrete Supports & Family Reunification

This tool provides an overview of the research on the relationship between different types of economic and concrete supports (ECS) and

timeliness of family reunification.

ASSOCIATION BETWEEN ECONOMIC AND CONCRETE SUPPORTS & FAMILY REUNIFICATION

Income via TANF cash assistance:

e Every $100 increase in a mother’s post-placement income increases her child’s speed of reunification by 6%

e Percentage of children remaining in foster care after a year whose mothers lost a significant amount of income from
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families [TANF] cash assistance post placement is more than double that of children
whose mothers did not lose income from TANF cash assistance post placement (87% vs. 41%)

TANF benefits:
Families who retain their TANF benéefits following a child-family separation reunify much more quickly than families who lose
TANF benefits

TANF cash assistance:

Among child welfare-involved families receiving public cash benefits (TANF, Supplemental Security Income [SSI], General
Assistance [GA]), those who lose TANF cash assistance have significantly lower reunification rates (58%) than those who
continue to receive TANF cash assistance (71%)

Economic connections:

Reunification rates are higher than average among families who maintain or gain economic connections (defined as having
reported earnings, receiving unemployment insurance [Ul] benefits, or receiving TANF, SSI or GA cash assistance) following child
welfare involvement, while reunification rates are lower than average for those who become more economically disconnected
after child welfare involvement

Foster care cost-recovery child support order:
A $100 increase in the monthly foster care cost-recovery child support order amount against a parent is predicted to
delay reunification by 6.6 months

Foster care cost-recovery child support order:
Having a foster care cost-recovery child support order against a parent doubles the average amount of time children
spend in foster care & decreases the likelihood that children achieve permanency via reunification
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